
F A L L  2 0 1 7

Fall is always a busy time for HIF and this year was no 

exception. We are privileged to have had the chance to 

sponsor the Hungarian Heritage Festival in New 

York, Hungarian scholars to the 2017 CEPA Forum, and a 

host of programs promoting Hungarian arts and culture. We 

also joined the American Hungarian Federation and TFAS 

in celebrating their ongoing and continuing commitment to 

the promoting freedom by building bridges across the 

Atlantic.  

HIF was proud to announce the selection of world-class 

Hungarian pianist Adam Gyorgy as the inaugural HIF Cultural 

Ambassador of the Year. We collaborated with Mr. 

Gyorgy on his U.S. tour, in which the artist shared his 

extraordinary talents and exemplary commitment to 

Hungarian classical music, culminating in a full-house 

performance at Carnegie Hall.  

We found a new home within the historic Willard Office 

Building. We hope our new home will propel us into a 

renewed, reenergized vision in effectively carrying out our 

mission.   

 

WITH AUTUMN 
LEAVES COME NEW 
INITIATIVES 

HIF CULTURAL 
AMBASSADOR OF THE 
YEAR: ADAM GYORGY

THOUSANDS FLOCK TO 
HUNGARIAN HERITAGE
FESTIVAL

HUNGARIAN SCHOLARS 
ATTEND THE 2017 CEPA 
FORUM

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

HIF GRADUATE 
SCHOLARS BEGIN THEIR 
JOURNEY

THE LATEST NEWS & UPDATES FROM THE HUNGARY INITIATIVES FOUNDATION

HIF NEWSLETTER



NEW YORK HUNGARIAN 
HERITAGE FESTIVAL 
WELCOMES THOUSANDS 
OF VISITORS
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Spirit of Hungary Tour by the Numbers: 

 

35 performers and staff

10 performances

4, 200 viewers

 4,500 miles 

13 days  

Watch the festival's recap video 

on our Youtube channel 

or on Facebook 

Over 15,000 views 

"The events were so interactive that no 

matter their native tongue, everyone 

enjoyed a deep cultural experience.

 Dance, music, and traditional 

craftsmanship provided this excellent 

opportunity for visitors." 

– Ildikó Nagy, Hungarian House 

"In a city where fast food, fast fashion 

and immediate rewards drive 

everything, it was immensely gratifying 

to spend several days with craftsmen 

and artists who represent just the 

opposite." 

– Anna Smith Lacey, HIF Executive 

Director  

The Hungarian Heritage Festival was held over three days at the Hungarian 

House of New York this September.  Over three thousand visitors came 

from all over the East Coast to participate in cultural workshops and learn 

more about Hungarian identity and culture. The festival featured a range of 

events that covered traditional Hungarian arts and crafts, Hungarian music 

and dance, Hungarian fashion, and Hungarian culinary traditions.  

The event targeted the Hungarian-American community as well as non- 

Hungarians interested in the diversity of Hungarian culture. 

The exhibits featured everything from traditional Hungarian craftsmanship to 

Hungaricum products. Music and dance played a central role in the festival 

as visitors witnessed and learned the basics of Hungary’s musical 

traditions. One of the most popular events at the festival was a fashion show 

featuring selections from designer Melinda Madarász - Meyke. 

The festival not only helped the local community reconnect with their 

Hungarian identity, but also served as a platform for non-Hungarians to gain 

deeper insight into Hungarian culture. In this light, the festival was a marvelous 

success. 40% of visitors were not of Hungarian origin: it brought together 

people from all walks of life by presenting the indescribable 

beauty of Hungarian culture and identity. 



Milestones in New York
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In early September, HIF named Hungarian pianist Adam Gyorgy   

Cultural Ambassador of the Year. HIF selected Mr. 

Gyorgy for his outstanding popularity among Millennials and 

his extraordinary talent which exemplifies the very best of Hungarian fine 

arts.    

During the tour, Mr. Gyorgy performed in Miami, Cleveland, Boston, and 

New York. Each city was selected because of their commitment to the fine 

arts and the presence of rich, thriving Hungarian-American communities 

there, allowing them to reconnect with their cultural heritage. Mr. Gyorgy’s 

tour also developed a charitable aspect as all proceeds from the Miami 

concert were donated to the Miami Foundation Hurricane Relief Fund 

which works directly with local communities in rebuilding homes lost in 

Hurricane Irma. 

The  spectacular tour was crowned by a sellout performance in New York’s 

world-renowned Carnegie Hall. The concert was also a fundraiser for the 

Adam Gyorgy Foundation which the artist launched in 2009 to help extremely 

talented and underprivileged musicians. 

“The tour is a wonderful opportunity for an 

American audience to become familiar with 

Hungarian composers, like Liszt, and their works. 

And to introduce the Hungarian school of thought 

and style of playing the piano. A style that is fresh, 

joyful, and positive. A message that I believe HIF 

represents and that is why we decided to 

collaborate on this tour.” 

 -Adam Gyorgy 

“Adam Gyorgy’s concert at Severance Hall was an 

extraordinary and powerful experience.  He plays 

with impressive technical skill but adds a sensitivity 

and respect for the music that was a pleasure to 

see and hear.  We only hope we hear much more 

from him in concerts here in Cleveland and 

elsewhere around the United States.” 

– Jeanette Grasselli Brown, Cleveland 

“The idea behind the  initiative is to showcase the 

very best, the cream of the crop of Hungarian 

culture. We wanted to support outstanding 

performers in cities that have significant 

Hungarian-American communities, with concert 

halls and venues where there is a broader 

American interest in these types of cultural events.” 

- HIF Executive Director Anna Smith Lacey 

HIF NAMES 
ADAM GYORGY 
CULTURAL AMBASSADOR 
OF THE YEAR 

Adam Gyorgy at Carnegie Hall 

Post-performance reception in New York  



The Center for European Policy Analysis (CEPA) held its 9th annual 

forum in September. The CEPA Forum has become the 

leading transatlantic conference in Washington D.C., and it is 

the venue for the largest gathering of Central 

European experts, officials, and US area experts during the year. 

With HIF’s support, three Hungarian scholars attended the 

forum: Márton Ugrósdy, Márton Barta, and Zoltán Turai who 

participated in the Forum’s events. HIF also organized a series of 

breakout sessions where Hungarian scholars could engage with 

their U.S. counterparts on a variety of issues. 

This year’s forum covered a range of topics from “Reforming 

NATO for the 21st Century” to “Strengthening U.S.-Central 

European Relations.” Speakers included Polish Minister of Foreign 

Affairs Witold Waszczykowski, Commanding General of U.S. Army 

Europe Ben Hodges, and Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade Peter Szijjártó. 

HIF Board Member, Kurt Volker, Special Representative for Ukraine 

Negotiations for the United States, provided the closing keynote 

of the second day of the CEPA Forum 2017. In his speech he 

offered a report card on the status of “Europe Whole and Free” 

and his perspective on the future of Atlantic relations. 
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HUNGARIAN 
SCHOLARS ATTEND 
2017 CEPA FORUM

COALITION INTERNSHIP PROGRAM CONTINUTES  

"The most important takeaway for me is that 

despite all the challenges we are having currently, 

the transatlantic link is alive and well, and it still 

matters to the United States. And this special 

relationship between the United States and Europe

must be preserved, because it is the basis of our 

shared security and prosperity.”

– Zoltán Turai, Andrássy Fellow 

The last of the seven interns, hosted by the Hungarian American Coalition's 

internship program, Máté Mátyás from Kecskemét, 

Hungary arrived in Washington this fall and will spend four months at the 

Center for Energy, Natural Resources, and Geopolitics (CENRG) led 

by Dr. Ariel Cohen, a well-known, DC-based political scientist focusing 

on political risk, international security and energy policy, and the rule of 

law. 

Máté joins two other Coalition interns, Faye Gillespie who interns at 

Global Entrepreneurship Network and László Szerencsés, who is 

being hosted by CEPA this fall. Internship participants are also expected 

to complete a Coalition research project that enables them to become 

familiar with the Hungarian-American community.  

László Szerencsés and Máté Mátyás at a UN event

Faye Gillespie with a fellow intern at GENMáté Mátyás  

Peter Doran opens the 9th annual CEPA Forum  



"The Kaláka Ensemble is elegant. They 

offer poetry to their audiences on a 

musical platter which would never be 

confused with anyone else’s music." 

– Transylvanian poet Sándor Kányádi 

The Memory Project Archive is an effort by second-generation 

Hungarians to document their history in hopes of passing it on from 

generation to generation. Through interviews, the project collects 

personal stories or revolution, immigration, building a family, and 

creating a legacy. The interviews are compiled in a visual history 

archive that allows for easy access to all those interested in learning 

more about Hungarian history.

2017 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Hungarian 

poet János Arany. To highlight the importance of the 

Hungarian “Shakespeare of Ballads”, HIF supported a 

number of musical performances by the award-winning 

Kaláka Ensemble featuring Hungarian poetry, hosted by 

Hungarian-American organizations in New Jersey, 

Massachusetts, and New York.  

The Kaláka Ensemble was formed in Budapest in 1969. 

They sing poetry and play their own arrangements of folk 

music. Their musical composition is varied and the poetic form 

comes from many different styles as well.  

MEMORY PROJECT
ARCHIVE EXPANDS

MEMORYPROJECT.ONLINE

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 
 

MEMORYPROJECT.ONLINE 
 

JÁNOS ARANY,  
THE HUNGARIAN 
SHAKESPEARE OF 
BALLADS AT 200
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In total, the archive now includes 

some 125 interviews with 

Hungarian emigres from WWII 

and the 1956 Revolution.  

The latest Memory Project 

compilation was shared in 

Boston during this year's 

commemoration of 1956.  

The Chagrin Falls 

Documentary Film Festival in 

Cleveland also feature the 

Memory Project in addition to a 

showing in Budapest on the 7th 

of November. 

Up to now, the project has completed 95% of the interviews that it 

planned to do, conducting new interviews in the New York tristate 

area, Boston, Cleveland, and Budapest. 

There is also a detailed plan to carry out the next phase of the 

Memory Project: the North American Internship Program, through 

which the project will be able to greatly increase the number of 

interviews it collects in both the U.S. and Canada.

Memory Project Co-Founders at the Chagrin Festival 

Danny Vegh and Andrea Lauer Rice  

Orsolya Simonyi Sedenszky sits for  an interview
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INTRODUCING HIF'S 
FALL 2017 GRADUATE 
SCHOLARS
We are pleased to announce the recipients of the 2017 Fall 

HIF Graduate Scholarship. This fall, 5 young scholars were 

chosen from a very competitive pool for the scholarship: 

Anita Balázs – Yale University  

Alíz Nagyváradi – University of San Diego 

Dorottya Pedryc – University of Notre Dame 

Anna Biczó – Fordham University – School of Law  

Máté Vincze – New York University, Tisch School of Arts.  

In accordance with the scholarship, each scholar 

will complete a special project that aims at improving 

relations between the US and Hungary. The Scholarship 

supports talented young Hungarians who pursue graduate 

studies in the United States.

AHF CELEBRATES 110 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE
This fall the American Hungarian Federation (AHF) celebrated its 

110 year anniversary. The commemorative 

program remembered significant Hungarian leaders who invested 

their time advocating for Hungarians abroad.  

HIF Executive Director Anna Smith Lacey was honored for her 

outstanding work and efforts strengthening Hungarian-American 

cultural and educational ties. HIF Board Member Ambassador Kurt 

Volker was also honored for his outstanding achievements as a US 

national security leader and for his longtime commitment to 

deepening Hungarian-American relations. 

"The preservation of Hungarian identity 
from generation to generation requires 
tireless and focused work. The American 
Hungarian Federation has taken on this 
challenge with exemplary determination 
and unfailing warmth, embracing both its 
Hungarian identity and its American 
homeland." 

- Ambassador Kurt Volker

Alíz Nagyváradi  Máté Vincze  

Zsuzsa Dreisziger and Anna Smith Lacey 

Group photo at the AHF celebration

Anita  Balázs Anna Biczó Dorottya Pedryc



At the end of September, alumni, supporters, and leadership 

came together to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

The Fund for American Studies excellence in teaching and 

preserving freedom. Ambassadors, Members of Congress, 

and other government officials were also in attendance, 

including HIF Board Member, Ambassador Kurt Volker.  

As part of the program, TFAS asked Editor-in-Chief of the 

Weekly Standard, Stephen F. Hayes, and Executive Director of 

HIF, Anna Smith Lacey, to speak about their experiences as 

alumni of TFAS programs. 

In her remarks, Anna Smith Lacey reiterated the pivotal role that 

TFAS played in preparing her and other peers for a career in 

fostering democracy, freedom, and human rights.  

For her, TFAS is important in responding to factions who believe 

that democracy and self-governance is not a worthwhile 

effort. 

We are proud to announce the establishment of the 

Széll Kálmán Public Policy Fellowship – 

a full scholarship for students from Hungary to participate in 

The Fund for American Studies‘ summer programs in Washington 

DC focusing on economics and public policy. 

The two month summer program includes an internship 

placement in Washington DC, academic credit from George 

Mason University, housing  in the heart of DC on George 

Washington University’s campus, a variety of guest lectures and 

briefings, as well as opportunities for professional 

development and networking. 

The scholarship covers full tuition and a living stipend for the duration of the program.   

The application deadline is January 22, 2018. 

HIF JOINS OVER 800 GUESTS IN CELEBRATING 
FREEDOM AT THE TFAS ANNIVERSARY GALA

NEW INTERNSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY 
FOR YOUNG HUNGARIANS 

"165 years ago, Lajos Kossuth came to America and was 
hosted by members of Congress. And he said to the 
Americans that “By the glorious example of your 
freedom, your welfare, and your security, mankind can 
become conscious of its own aims. The lesson you give 
to humanity will not be lost.” 

And this is the lesson that TFAS teaches through 
program, after program, after program to foreigners 
around the world." 

- Anna Smith Lacey 
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Anna Smith Lacey and Steve Hayes



2018 HIF INTERNSHIP 
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
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HIF is now accepting applications for one internship position starting 

in January 2018. The position is unpaid and requires a commitment of 

20 hours per week. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: December 15, 2017 

For more information please visit our website.  

 

All Rights Reserved.  

1455 Pennsylvania Ave, Suite 400 | 20004 | Washington, DC 

www.hungaryfoundation.org 

 

Franciska Cunningham-Epli 

Grants Manager 

 

 

Joseph Bebel 

Fall Intern 

 

 

2017 FALL GRANT CYCLE  

by the numbers 

 

 30 small grant applications 

6 projects supported   

36 conference support applications 

12 researchers supported  

36 graduate scholarship applications 

5 students supported 

 

TOTAL GIVING THIS YEAR: 

$558,930  

  

 

 

 

 

NEW ADDITIONS TO THE HIF TEAM

Ethnic Dance Theater's Land of Legends performance in Minnesota

New online documentary debuts on ProudandTorn.com


